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Item 4.01     Changes in Registrant's Certifying Accountant.

The Audit Committee of the Board of Directors (the “Audit Committee”) of CV Sciences, Inc. (the “Company”) conducted a competitive process to determine the Company’s
independent registered public accounting firm, and on April 10, 2019 the Audit Committee of the Board appointed Deloitte & Touche LLP (“Deloitte”) as the Company’s
independent registered public accounting firm for the Company’s fiscal periods commencing immediately. Tanner LLC (“Tanner”), the Company’s current independent
registered public accounting firm, was informed of this decision on the same date and was dismissed, effectively immediately.

During the years ended December 31, 2018 and 2017 and through April 10, 2019, neither the Company nor anyone acting on its behalf consulted with Deloitte regarding either
(i) the application of accounting principles to a specific transaction, either completed or proposed, or the type of audit opinion that might be rendered on the Company's
financial statements or internal control over financial reporting, and neither a written nor oral advice was provided to the Company that Deloitte concluded was an important
factor considered by the Company in reaching a decision as to the accounting, auditing or financial reporting issue, or (ii) any matter that was either the subject of a
disagreement (as defined in Item 304(a)(1)(iv) of Regulation S-K and the related instructions to Item 304 of Regulation S-K) or a reportable event (as described in Item 304(a)
(1)(v) of Regulation S-K).

The audit reports of Tanner on the Company's consolidated financial statements as of and for the years ended December 31, 2018 and 2017 did not contain any adverse opinion
or disclaimer of opinion, nor were such reports qualified or modified as to uncertainty, audit scope or accounting principles.

Except to the extent described below, in connection with the dismissal of Tanner, during the Company’s two most recent years and the subsequent interim period through April
10, 2019, there were (i) no disagreements under Item 304(a)(1)(iv) of Regulation S-K between the Company and Tanner on any matter of accounting principles or practices,
financial statement disclosure, or auditing scope or procedure, which, if not resolved to Tanner’s satisfaction, would have caused Tanner to make reference to the subject matter
of such disagreement in connection with its report and (ii) no events of the types listed in paragraphs (A) through (D) of Item 304(a)(1)(v) of Regulation S-K.

A disagreement occurred with Tanner in connection with the Company’s preparation of its Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2018 (the “2018 10-K”) which pertained
to the Company’s assessment of the material weakness in its internal control over financial reporting relating to management’s lack of maintaining appropriate staffing in its
accounting department with the appropriate level of technical expertise and experience during a period of the year ended December 31, 2018. The disagreement was resolved
between the Company and Tanner with no misstatements or related adjustments to the Company’s financial statements.

As disclosed in Item 9A of the Company's Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2018, management disclosed a material weakness in internal control
over financial reporting related to management's lack of maintaining appropriate staffing in its accounting department with the appropriate level of technical expertise and
experience during a period of the year ended December 31, 2018, resulting in insufficient oversight and detailed review of the financial reporting function. As previously
reported in the Company's Current Report on Form 8-K filed on June 5, 2018, on May 31, 2018, Joseph Dowling was appointed as our Chief Executive Officer, which he
served concurrently with his role as the Company's Chief Financial Officer. The result of Mr. Dowling's dual role required the need to hire additional qualified financial and
accounting personnel. The lack of hiring additional qualified personnel resulted in management not being able to perform its assessment of the effectiveness of internal control
over financial reporting in a timely manner, which resulted in deficiencies that were not identified and remediated as of December 31, 2018. Based on this material weakness,
management concluded that at December 31, 2018, internal control over financial reporting was not effective.

During the years ended December 31, 2018 and 2017 and the subsequent interim period through April 10, 2019, there were no reportable events (as that term is described in
Item 304(a)(1)(v) of Regulation S-K), except as discussed above.

The Audit Committee discussed the subject matter of the foregoing disagreement with Tanner, and the Company has authorized Tanner to respond fully to any inquiries of the
successor independent registered public accounting firm, including with respect to the disagreement and material weakness discussed above.



The Company provided Tanner with a copy of the disclosures the Company is making in this Current Report on Form 8-K and requested that Tanner furnish the Company with
a letter addressed to the Securities and Exchange Commission stating whether Tanner agrees with the statements made by the Company regarding Tanner and, if not, stating the
respects in which it does not agree. A copy of Tanner's letter dated April 15, 2019 is attached hereto as Exhibit 16.1.

Item 9.01     Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(d) Exhibits.

16.1 Letter from Tanner LLC dated April 15, 2019 
99.1 Press release



 
SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned hereunto
duly authorized.

Date: April 15, 2019

 CV SCIENCES, INC.
  
  
  
 By: /s/  Joseph Dowling
 Joseph Dowling
 Chief Executive Officer



 

Exhibit 16.1

April 15, 2019

Office of the Chief Accountant
Securities and Exchange Commission
100 F Street, NE
Washington, DC 20549

Re: CV Sciences, Inc.

Commission File Number 000-54677

Dear Sirs/Madams:

We have read Item 4.01 of CV Sciences, Inc.’s Form 8-K dated April 15, 2019, captioned “Changes in Registrant’s Certifying Accountant.”
and have the following comments:

1. We have no basis on which to agree or disagree with the statements made in the first and second paragraphs, except we agree
with the statement “Tanner LLC (“Tanner”), the Company’s current independent registered public accounting firm, was informed of
this decision on the same date and was dismissed, effectively immediately.”

2. We agree with the statements made in the third through ninth
paragraphs.

We hereby consent to the filing of this letter as an exhibit to the foregoing report on Form 8-K.  

Sincerely,

/s/ Tanner LLC



 

Exhibit 99.1

CV Sciences, Inc. Appoints Deloitte & Touche LLP as Auditor

LAS VEGAS, April 15, 2019 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- CV Sciences, Inc. (OTCQB: CVSI) (the “Company”, “CV Sciences”, “our”, “us” or “we”), a
preeminent supplier and manufacturer of hemp CBD products, announced that it has appointed Deloitte & Touche LLP (“Deloitte”) as the Company’s
new independent registered public accounting firm.

“Following a thorough selection process, the Company’s Audit Committee has concluded that Deloitte is best positioned to meet the evolving needs of
CV Sciences. We would like to thank Tanner LLC for the quality work and expertise they have provided over the last three years,” said Joseph Dowling,
Chief Executive Officer of CV Sciences.

The Company has also filed a Form 8-K with the Securities and Exchange Commission noting the engagement of Deloitte.

About CV Sciences, Inc.
CV Sciences, Inc. (OTCQB: CVSI) operates two distinct business segments: a consumer product division focused on manufacturing, marketing and
selling plant-based CBD products to a range of market sectors; and a drug development division focused on developing and commercializing CBD-based
novel therapeutics utilizing synthetic CBD. The Company’s PlusCBD Oil™ is the top-selling brand of hemp-derived CBD on the market, according to
SPINS, the leading provider of syndicated data and insights for the natural, organic and specialty products industry. CV Sciences, Inc. has primary
offices and facilities in San Diego, California and Las Vegas, Nevada. Additional information is available from OTCMarkets.com or by visiting
www.cvsciences.com.

FORWARD-LOOKING DISCLAIMER
This press release may contain certain forward-looking statements and information, as defined within the meaning of Section 27A of the Securities Act of
1933 and Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, and is subject to the Safe Harbor created by those sections. This material contains
statements about expected future events and/or financial results that are forward-looking in nature and subject to risks and uncertainties. Such forward-
looking statements by definition involve risks, uncertainties.
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